The substantial intellectual resources of the staff of the International Agency for Research on Cancer and its consultants have been set to the production of "the Agency's first attempt to present a concise, easily readable description of what is known about the incidence of and mortality from cancer, its causes and the actual possibilities for preventing it." The result is a volume from which all can learn. For the specialist it is a valuable compendium of references to works in parts of the field with which he or she may not be fully familiar; for the nonspecialist, including the layman, it is indeed concise and easily readable and it offers a vision of the enormity of the cancer problem, its challenges, and the excitement of the quest for its understanding. The coverage is broad, and items which in some sense are extraneous but are necessary to the understanding of what follows--e.g, historical concepts of cancer, the evolution of therapy, measurement of disease frequency in populations, concepts of cause, and the evaluation of disease-screening programs --are dealt with briefly but adequately. Major parts of the volume cover: (1) The Occurrence of Cancer, including its geographic and temporal variation and a site-by-site review of the descriptive epidemiology of specific cancers; (2) The Causes of Cancer, including single environmental agents, complex mixtures, drugs and exogenous hormones, radiation, tobacco, alcohol, viruses and other biological agents, diet, environmental pollution, endogenous hormones, and psychological factors; (3) Early Detection of Cancer, with a site-by-site evaluation of the effectiveness of various modalities of early detection, and; (4) It gives, for each major cancer site, the total estimated number of cases worldwide, the difference in risk between the highest and lowest recorded incidence-rates in populations of European origin (an estimate of differences that are presumably gene-free, and hence at least potentially influenced by changes in environment), known or possible preventive measures, the regions or countries to which the data apply, and the reduction in incidence or mortality that might follow effective application of the measure. The pace of accumulation of knowledge relevant to cancer prevention leads the authors of this monograph to hope that "there will soon be reason for substantially updating this volume." There is no reason, however, not to profit today from the tremendous synthesis that the present work represents. In these proceedings of a colloquium held in Lisbon in February, 1989, individually authored papers offer overviews, statistical data, and descriptions of extant programs in specific countries. The focus, of course, is on Europe and leans heavily towards health education and community action. Papers are grouped by topic and each topic has an introduction said to convey the essence of the colloquium's dis-
